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WALK 1

A Stroll by the River Cole from Chelmsley Wood/Kingshurst - ¥ to 12 miles

his is a lincar walk from any of 3 car parks in North Solihull for however long
vou wish and then retrace your steps to the start point OR from either Chelmsley
Wood Town Centre Car Park or either of the Babbs Mill Open Space Car Parks

to Stechford Lane and returning from there by No. 55 West Midlands Travel bus.

[t can be a pleasant stroll round Babbs Mill Lake of % mile (1.1 km) watching birds
{including great crested grebe) and the antics of youngsters learning to sail - see also
Strolling in Solihull’s Public Parks leaflet No. 2 OR it could be a trip into the very heart of
Birmingham by walking along the Cole Valley and then following the canals - a distance of
12 miles (19 km) from Chelmsley Wood with only a few hundred yards of the route along

roads.

The River Cole’s source is near Flob Hill to the south of Wythall, from where it meanders
for 20 miles (32 km) to join with the River Blythe and then flow into the nearby River
Tame near Shustoke. It first enters Solihull at Solihull Lodge, then passes through
Birmingham via Sparkhill to reappear at Kingshurst and then head for Coleshill, The
River Cole Valley forms a narrow strip of almost continuous open space land through
Solihull and Birmingham. A glance at an old Ordnance Survey map published around 1930

shows just how much it has changed from a rural to urban river.

The Valley shown on the sketeh map from Coventry Road north and castwards through
Birmingham and the entire lengeh in North Solibull - 7 miles in total - s cared for by
Project Kingfisher whose Rangers run a full programme of events throughout the year,
For information contact them on 0121 749 3131 or pick up a leaflet at your Tousin

Information Centre.

To help you to plan your walk here are the main features on the walk:

Miles K

0 0 Chelmsley Wood Town Centre Car Parke GR 4178 2871
/ 1.0 Babbs Mill Car Park (Fordbridge Road) GR 4174 2879
1% 2.0 Babbs Mill Car Park (Youth Afloat) GR 4164 2878
2% 4.0 Lea Ford Road
3 5.0 Cole Hall Lane
7.3 Stechford Lane/Station Road
1.0 Coventry Road
12 19.0 Birmingham Town Centre

NB:  From Chelmsley Wood Town Centre cross over Chelnisley Road and enter Moeriden
Park (see also Strolling in Solihall’s Public Parks leafler No. b, crossing over the bridge at

the end of the lake and following the south side of the River Cole to Cooks Lane.

In Babbs Mill Park it is best to follow the river's north side until the Take, after which

either side is suitable.  Beyond the Iake, the river’s north side should be followed.
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Yorks Wood Local Nature Reserve

There is evidenee of a wood being here for a very long time and the 25 acre site remaing
as a valuable haven for wildlife in the heart of a built-up arca.  The wood and the Land
to the west was used as a camping ground by the Scout Association from the 1920's until
the 1970%. When the Scouts moved to Blackwell Court near Bromsgrove, the wood
was purchased by Solihull Council to become a nature reserve.  Ouly the site of the

bontire hollow remains, with its memories of many a rousing chorus.

The wood is mostly oak with plenty of hazel and birch.  Over the years many other
species have been planted including scots pine and larch and among the more obscure,
two false acacia or focust trees. The wood provides a home for a wealth of wildlife and
many birds live in its branches.  The carpet of bluebells in May is worth a visit. Enter
into the wood from the end of Fordbridge Road next to The Lakeside Club and follow

the meandering paths back to the start point.
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South Barn, Grange Farm

WALK 2

Bickenhill Circle - 5% miles

his walk is centred on the hamlet of Bickenhill. The name is thought to be
derived from Bica’s Hill, Bica being a leader of the earliest Saxon settlement,
The setclement is now a Conservation Area including several butldings of
architectural and historic merit,  St. Peter’s Church is an carly example of Norman

architecture, dating from 1 140.

A minimum of 2% hours should be allowed to complete the walk of approximarely 5%
miles (9km) over Public Rights of Way. As Catherine de Barnes Lane cuts through the
walk - it can, if required, be used to split the walk into two sharter walks.

»

The starting point is “The Clock™ P.H. situated on the westbound carriageway of the
A45 Coventry Road, or accessed from the end of Clock Lane off Catherine de Barnes
Lane. Those with cars please obrain permission to use the rear Public House car park

GR 4184 2829.

From the car park proceed southwards down Clock Lane to meet Catherine de Barnes
Lane and then cross over to follow St. Peter’s Lane into Bickenhill. Where this road
turns sharp right, carry straight on, on the track signposted Hazel Farm. Continue on
the track past the farm. At it’s end follow the hedge (on the left) for a short distance
and then cross over to the stile at the gate. The next field is somewhat large, featureless
and often planted, but a usually well worn path takes you on a route between a clump

of trees surrounding a pond {on the right) and the pylon (on the left). At the brow of
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the hill, head for the gate which leads to a bridge over the M42. Follow the rrack which

turns nght down o the farm. Look out for and cross the stile (about 120 paces from

track cornery on the left and bear right to the stile at the far corner of the orchard,
From there follow a row of stiles to Shadowbrook Lane. Turn right along the road,

crossing over the M42 and immediately turn lefe over the crash barrier steps. At the

second stile, cross over and turn right to follow the hedge, over a number of stiles at

gates, to Catherine de Barnes Lane. Turn right and after the house opposite, named

L . s " F e . »
cross the road to the stile. Follow the boundary of “Four Winds” to the

“Four Winds,”
v itself is to the left

corner and turn right to head for the stile to the left of the gate whicl
of the rughy posts. These “Rugby Posts” are in fact Gaelic Football posts belonging to

Warwickshire Gaelic Athletic Association.

Btart
The Clock P.H.
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Follow the hedge on the right past the ground, until a small footbridge is seen, below on

the right, just beyond the Club’s Pavilion. Turn lefe across the field in the direction of

the distant farm buildings surrounded by trees and look out for the
across the next field, in the

steps which lead

down to a footbridge and stile. Bear right, diagonally
direction of the farm buildings (if visible). As you get closer to the farm, an assortment

of corrugated iron surrounding a tipped area are seen - there is a stile by the oak tree
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here. Continue around the tipped arca - Castle Hills Farm then comes into view - head
for the stile to the right of the barn. Go around to the right hand side of the farm
buildings and follow the track down to the footbridge. Cross over and follow the hedge
on the left to a stile where the path enters a narrow enclosed section between the hedge
and the fence. Follow the path to Damson Parkway. Turn right along Damson
Parkway and then right into Old Damson Lane. Go past Dunstan Farm and The Dirt
Buggy Racing Centre, take the stile on the right. Follow the hedge on the fefe past
Birmingham Civil Service Sports Ground to a footbridge. Turn right along the borcom
of the bank of tipped material. Follow the waymarkers and at the second manhole, 20
up the now less steep bank to the field. With the hedge on the right, follow the fields
round to the track. Turn right, and where the track turns right, go straight ahead to the
stile passing a ruined building. Head for the church spire and look out for the
waymarkers which point to a small footbridge. Cross the stile and another footbridge
and follow the track, passing Birmingham Exiles Rugby Ground, to Catherine de Barnes

Lane. Turn lefr and back down Clock Lane to the car park.
See also Walk 6 in booklet | which abuts this walk.

TEN COMMANDMENTS OF MOUNTAINEERING

(and equally appropriate to Rambling)

L. Thou shalt prepare thoroughly before starting.
2. Thou shalt set out early.
3. Thou shalt set out properly equipped.
4. Thou shalt choose thy company with care.

5. Thowu shalt not destroy anything that is thy neighbour’s.
6. Thou shalt often keep silence to hear the mountain speak.

7. Thou shalt leave no sign of thy passing.
8. Thou shalt remember others in their strength or weakness.

9. Thou shalt bend to the weather and be strong.

10. Thou shalt be humble and praise God.




Engine House, Earlsiwood Lakes

WALK 3

Earlsiwood - Wythall Heath - 6% miles

his walk starts from Tanworth-in-Arden Parish Council’s Recreation Ground
car park (GR 4111 2739) between Nos 55 and 65 Malt House Lane in
Earlswood.  Look out for the telephone box and the “toilets” signpost at the
entrance.  Rail travellers can pick up the walk from either The Lakes or Earlswood
railway stations. Buses to the start point are infrequent on week days and non existent

at weekends!

The walk is approximately 6% miles (10 km) long and takes in parts of the Counties of

Warwickshire and Worcestershire. It will take a minimum of 23 hours to complete.

Go down to the bottom corner of the car park, through the gate (we will return on the
path to the left) and follow the causeway over the reservoir - formed in 1810 to feed the
adjacent Stratford-upon-Avon Canal.  As you cross over - see how many species of
wildfowl you can spot on the water.  After the remains of the boathouse on the right,
cross over the footbridge on the left and enter into Solihull.  Follow the path up to the
road and turn left. Just before Field Cottage cross the stile on the right and follow the
field edge on the left to another stile.  Cross diagonally over to the gap in the left hand
hedge line and enter the adjacent field.  Turn right, make for the gate by the battery
house and continue to Rumbush Lane.  Turn lefe and go along the road past Fulford
Hall Road and Wood Lane.  After Kidpile Farm turn right (a slight deviation from the
Definitive Map) through the gap in the hedge and follow the field edge round to the

signpost which directs you to two stiles.  Follow the left hand hedge, crossing over two

more stiles,  From the last stile, bear right towards the railway underbridge - vross the
River Cole, the boundary of Solihull, and at the stile gain access to a path berween

hedges alongside the golf course.

Turn lefr at the road and continue along Station Road for approximately 600 metres.
Opposite the school, take the footpath on the left alongside the hedge on the right with
deer farm beyond to another road. Turn left and after approximately 170 metres go
through the gate in the ranch-style fencing on the right - the section to the next road is a
bridleway. Cross over the road on to the path signposted Forshaw Feath.  Where the
two drives separate, turn right at the signpost and follow the path down to the two
stiles.  Cross over a ficld to a bridge and another small ficld to a stile.  Then go up the
hill on a well defined path to the gate by the road. Turn right and then first right along
Forshaw Heath Road. Turn lefe down Juggins Lane and just before the entrance to
Oak Tree Farm, turn left into the wood at the marker post.  Follow the path round to
the edge of the residential park and cross the footbridge. Continue beyond with a fence
on the left, turn lefe at the second stile and left at the road.  Turn right down the rrack

at Lodge Farm.
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Beyond the farm buildings is a stile, from here the map shows the path going diagonally
across the ficld o the farthest bottom corner, but, [ was asked to follow the field round
to the left to the stile. - Cross this stile, turn right and almost immediately cross the next
stile - this manocuvre taking you into the adjacent field.  Follow the hedge on the left to

another stile, then go up the side of Clowes Wood and into the wood at the top corner.

Keep parallel to the wood edge (on the left) to the railway line and cross over it by the
footbridge.  The next section is more difficult to navigate as the wood does not give us
any points to aim for!l - From the footbridge continue straight ahead for a short distance
and then bear lefe to the wooden footbridge.  From there keep on the path parallel to
the wood’s edge, undl after about 90 paces the path forks - take the right hand route
which feads to an area of mature beech, oak and a solitary conifer - go down the hill
past some cut down trees and a footbridge should come into view. Beyond the bridge a
well worn path leads to a small car park.  Don’t go through the kissing gate, but, either
gointo the camping field and follow the wood’s edge to the gap in the hedge just before
the gateway, passing a boundary stone, to the log cabin OR keep in the wood and
parallel to its edge and look for the log cabin. At the farthest fence corner and with
your back to the log cabin, go down the well defined straight path. At the path junction
turn left - this leads to a footbridge at the reservoir.  Turn right and follow the path on

the waters edge back to the car park.

The skerch shows the red brick 19th Century Engine House (Puriping Station) in Valley

Road - a grade 2 listed building.
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St. Alphege Church

WALK 4

Brueton Park - Grand Union Canal - 4 miles

his walk starts from Brueton Park car park situated on the “Old” Warwick
Road but it can also be started from the very heart of Solihull. From St
Alphege Church go down New Road and take Park Road into Malvern Park

where the route can be picked up at Boehm’s statue.

The walk is approximately 4 miles (6% km) long and will take a minimum of 80 minutes
to complere. Toilet facilities are available in Brueton Park - see also Strolling in
Solihull’s Public Parks leaflet 5. The first half of this walk follows the more rural route

of A Solihull Way

Go back out of the car park (Grid Reference 4163 2790) and turn right up “Ol1d”
Warwick Road. Turn left down Barston Lane to its end and continue on the tarmac
path beyond, up to the by-pass. Cross over the dual carriageway where visibility is
clear, to the sign post opposite.  Follow the path, initially tarmaced, down to the gate
and continue between fences and parallel to the M42. At the next gate follow the
motorway fence to a tarmac footpath which then becomes a road - the other end of
Barston Lane. Cross over the canal bridge and immediately take the path down to the
towpath at Henwood Wharf. Proceed northwards along the Grand Union Canal
towpath. Don’t be alarmed if you meet cyclists on the towpath - it is British Waterways’
policy to promote cycling. Leave the towpath at the next bridge, crossing over it and

then turning immediately left around British Waterways’ gate.

Follow the galvanised steel palisade fence round to the stile at the corner. From here a
well defined path goes through the middle of a small field to another stile. Then follow

the hedge, on the right, over two stiles where the Esso pipeline crosses, to the stile by the
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gate ar Ravenshiw Lane. Almost opposite is another stile, cross over it and head for the
Ly vight hand corner of the field. A gate leads to a path between the wood and Berry
Fiall Farm, After the next stile, where access is gained to a field - follow the hedge on the

left o pick up a gravel path laid some years ago by the Ramblers’ Association.

At the second stile another ficld opens out and we make for the top right hand corner,
to follow the hedge, on the right, through three kissing gates to the by-pass.  Go over
the by-pass, cross Avenbury Drive and after crossing Marsh Lane, go up Oakley Wood
Drive. At No.19 rake the tarmac path to Hampton Lane.  Turn left here, cross

Warwick Road at the traffic lights, turn right and then bear left down New Road.

NOT TO SCALE
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Turn lefe into Malvern Park through the wrought iron gates - compare these traditional
gates with those at the large house next to Old Silhillians Sports Ground on the south side
of the A41/M42 interchange. (The design of these award-winning gates is in the form of a
floral extraviganza depicting an all-year round garden with forged evergreen leaves for
winter, daffodils for spring, roses and wild lilies for summer, vines and grapes for autumn).
Follow the pach, past the children’s play area, to Boehm’s imposing statue of horse and
horse tamer.  Continue around the park’s edge with the tennis courts on the far right and
round the back of the listed Malvern Hall, now St Martin’s School, and into Brueton Park.
If you wish, take in the wildlife reservation with its exotic birds, rabbits, guinea pigs and
hidden pond or visit the larger open pond with its resident geese/duck population - before
getting back to the car park. These two interlinked parks, totalling some 135 acres, form
Solihull’s most beautiful and unspoilt park.  This walk can be extended by adding on
Walk 10 in this booklet.
18
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WALK S

Meriden - Allesley - 5% miles

his walk starts from Old Road adjacent to “The Queen’s Head” on the eastern
outskirts of Meriden. Either park in the road or obtain permission to use the
Public House car park (GR 4252 2821). The walk is approximately 5% miles
(8% km) long and takes in part of the City of Coventry District’s area where a major
access initiative has produced excellent waymarking and where kissing gates are the
norm. Part of the route in Solihull follows a bridleway where walkers can expect to
meet horse riders and cyclists. Public roilets are available in Meriden’s Main Road,
opposite the Police Station.  For information abour Meriden - see Doreen Agutter’s

booklet ‘Meriden Centre of England’

With your back to the Queen’s Head turn left and follow Eaves Green Lane for
approximately 220 yards (200m) to the track on the right alongside the house named
Camelot.  Go up the track to its end then bear slightly left across the field to the
gateway. Follow the hedge on the left through the gateway (on lefe - Diversion Order
confirmed 1997) to the next gate adjacent to the lane.  Stay in the field and follow the
roadside hedge to the stile at the corner near the by-pass.  Turn right under the by-pass
and continue beyond where Lodge Green Lane joins from the left to the bend in Showell
Lane at the waterworks - this road is narrow, so take care. Turn left up the bridleway -
large boulders at the entrance. Continue along the bridleway to its end at Harvest Hill
Lane, turn left and almost immediately go through the kissing gate on the right. Follow
the fence down to the next kissing gate at Pickford Brook - the Borough boundary. Keep
the hedge on the right until it comes to a corner cross over to the hedge corner in front

of the house and then turn right to the kissing gate (the beware of bull sign is always
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there snd should be reeated as advisory). From here, cross the next field to the kissing
pate to the right of the farm buildings. A well waymarked path follows the hedge line
beyond, with Coventry’s skyline in the distance - to a lane.  Turn left and then at the
marker post go down the side of the house named Dovedale.  The well waymarked
route continues in the three fields beyond and then goes to the left of Harvest Hill Farm
where a narrow section leads to Oak Lane. Turn right and at the marker post take the

path round the other side of the farm.

The hedge is followed, first on the right and then at the second kissing gate, on the left -
down to Pickford Brook. Follow the hedge on the right beyond to the gate, then go due
west up the rise towards the manhole with the brick surround and then in the direction
of the house on the skyline, As we gain height, we see a gateway, our next objective -

but, first we go down to cross the drain at the culvert.

From the gate contour round the hill towards the copse in the distant foreground and keeping
roughly parallel with the field boundary on the left, cross the stile and turn left up the track past
Alspath Hall up to Showell Lane. Turn left and at the roundabout turn right. Continue down

Meriden Hill and then take Old Road back to the start.

See walks 7and 10 in booklet 1 for further walks starting from the Queens Flead.
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WALK 6

Monkspath - Cheswick Green - 6 or 6% miles

his walk starts from the car park ac Hillfield Park (GR 4138 2770) - sce also
Serolling in Solihull’s Parks leaflet No. 9 - just off Monkspath Hall Road near
to the junction with Thornton Road. The walk is over public footpaths mostly
in Hockley Heath Parish.  Sections of this walk follow the direct and more rural routes

of A Solihull Way.

The walk is approximately 6% miles (10% km) long or a shorter route of 6 miles (9% km).

The longer route will take a minimum of 2% hours to complete .

From the car park, cross over Monkspath Hall Road and turn left along the foorway.
Turn right into Hay Lane and after No.64, turn left down the Monkspath. Cross over |
Frankholmes Drive and carry straight on. After the entrance to Rowthorn Drive,
continue to the fence at housing and turn right, taking the path parallel to the back of
the housing and continuing beyond past Tesco and Noteutts to the Stratford Road. Turn
left over the M42 and continue on the Henley Road (A3400) past Gate Lane. Cross over
after No.1779 to the stile and follow the nursery’s boundary hedge to the corner (a
deviation here from the Definitive Map). From here bear left o the oak tree (near mast)
at the far corner of the field, adjacent to the M42. Follow the motorway fence to the
bridge. Cross the bridge and turn left on the track down to the stile in the fence - a
business park development is proposed here. Follow the path, cross the stile, keep to the
left of the farm building, pass to the front of Sidenhales Farm (demolished by fire 1997
and pick up the path to the right of the next farm building which leads to another stile.

Keep on the track beyond until just after the edge of the cultivation.  Where the hedge
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and track turn lefe - we bear right through an area of searrered gorse to where there arc
two stiles Hinked by a footbridge. Follow the hedge on the lefr to the field corner. Turn

left along the drive and at shaw Heath Road tarn right.
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About 100 paces along the road, take the path on the left at the gate. Cross'the field
towards the lime tree to the right of the distant spire. Go round the edge of the wooded
hollow (on the right), over the bridge and make for the stile. From here follow the line
of occasional trees (and marker posts) bearing right towards the farmhouse at Vicarage
Road. Turn left and then right at Salter Street. At the second gate on the left, opposite
the farm buildings, cross the stile and follow the hedge on the left. After the next stile by
the gate - the fence/hedge is now on the right and is followed to Lady Lane. Turn right
at this road - take care as the road is narrow - pass Braggs Farm Lane and at the T road
junction (Tanworth Road) turn right. After the cottage (No0.527) cross the stile and
follow the hedge on the left to Cheswick Green. Follow the path round the perimeter of
the housing and then the tarmac path between Nos.60 and 45 Snowshill Drive.
Continue on the footway towards the pylon and the road beyond. At the road junction

bear left along Boscobel Road and then left at the next road also signposted Boscobel

]
o

Road. (If you continue straight on here you will come to The Mount, off Longleat

Drive.  The Mount was a medieval moated site. It was descheduled as an Ancient
Monument when it was partly levelled in the 1970°s for house building.  What remains

is a substantial historic carthwork giving a good wildlife habitat).

At the end of the cul-de-sac go round to the right of the garages. [From here, to avoid a
section which is heavily wooded and enclosed, which may be intimidating to some
walkers and to shorten the walk by % mile (1 km) - sce the end of the text]. Continue
along the back of the garages to a stile. Follow the hedge on the right in the first field
and then on the left beyond to Dog Kennel Lane. Turn right, cross over and take the old
road. Note the Victorian pillar box on the right - built by Smith and Hawkes at their
Eagle Foundry in Birmingham - now a listed structure. Pass by Prophet’s Garage, cross
Stratford Road and enter Madams Hill Public Open Space on the tarmac path at the
side of the end house - this is the start of the heavily wooded section previously
mentioned. At the path junction turn right, under the pylon line, following the edge of
the industrial estate and then underncath Highlands Road. From here a well-defined
path between the pylon line and the stream leads into Hillfield Park. At the tarmac path
turn right (turning left will take you round the pond) and ar the Y-junction of paths,

bear right back to the car park.
A longer walk can be made by adding on walk 4 in hooklet 1.
FOR THE SHORTER ROUTE: after passing the side of the garages, take the stile in

the hedge beyond and follow the hedge on the left to the Stratford Road. Cross over the

dual carriageway and follow Monkspath Hall Road back to the car park.
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The Almshouses
and The Master's House, Temple Balsall

WALK 7

Femple Balsall - Barston - Balsall Street - 2, 3% or 5% miles

his walk starts at Temple Balsall on the B4101 road between Knowle and

Balsall Common. Cars can be parked in the visitor’s car park of the Hospital of

Lady Katherine Leveson, opposite the school, just south of the B4101 on Fen
Fud Road West (Grid Reference 4208 2761).

A choice of three walks are available:

Walk 1 is approximately 2 miles (3 k)
Walk 2 is approxomately 3% miles (6 k)

Walk 3 is approximately 5% miles (9 kun)

Temple Balsall was founded by the Crusading Knights Templar in the 12th Century.
These soldier monks were disbanded in the 14th Century and were succeeded by [I;('
Knights Hospitallers who were in turn disbanded by Henry VIII. The Manor was ;{givm
by Queen Elizabeth to Robert Dudley, Earl of Leicester and was inherited by his a?nnd~
daughters - one of whom being Lady Katherine Leveson who founded the Llllﬂsil()uscs
and school. St Mary’s Church dates from the 14th Century and was restored in 1670 and
again in the 1840’s. Teas are available in the courtyard every Saturday, Sunday and

3 slidav hetwee < ~ -
Bank Holiday between 2.30 pm and § pm from Easter Saturday to the end of September.

Barston has some fine historic listed buildings in the Conservation Area around the

Churc st Swithin which was buile i L .
wrch of St Swithin which was built in 1721 on the site of a medieval church.
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Turn left at the car park entrance and after
passing the school turn right down the rarmac
path, “The Bread Walk™, signposted to St
Mary’s Church. Continuc past the Almshouses
and Church down to the footbridge. At the
entrance to Balsall Cemetery, go through the
kissing gate on the right. At the Y-junction of
paths in the wood - bear left, turn right at the
road and at the junction, turn left along
Kenitworth Road. At the bend, at the entrance
to Springficld House School (grade 2 listed),
continue straight on at the signpost and turn
right at the drive. Turn left to the front of the
cottages, left for a short distance along the
gravel track and then left into the wood at the
chestnut paling fence. From the iron kissing
gate, cross to the ancient ornamental bridge
and follow the track beyond round to the gate

Medieval Cross in

St. Swithin's Churchyard to the right of the red barn. Two more gates

lead to a tarmac road and North Lodge.

FOR WALK 1 : turn right after the Lodge and follow the track, muddy in places, to

Balsall Street. Turn right and then left at Fen End Road West, back to the car park.

Continue along Hob Lane, to the junction with Elvers Green Lane, cross the stile at the
Gateway to Barston Park.  Bear right to the left of the fenced copse and beyond to the
stile in the left hand hedge. Cross the field to the stile below the house. Turn left to the
gate and continue ahead on the drive. Cross the stile on the right and then over the field
to the gate. Follow the hedge to another stile, turn right around the field boundary, past
the barn to a stile which takes you into the churchyard. Go round the front of the
Church - did you spot the Ordnance Survey Benchmark cut into one of the front corners
-~ 116.07 metres above mean sea level. Where the path turns left to the road, we turn
right past the cross - the lower section is medieval and a listed structure. At the small

field, bear left to the fence corner.
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FOR WALK 2 : at the church boundary, bear left to the stile at the ash tree. Turn

immediately left through the gap and then right to follow 'thc h.cdgcA down Lfo thlc f):vf:
field. Bear left to the oak tree and the orange marks which pinpoint the foot 711(_&, .
Take care descending the brick steps, cross over the River Blythe and turn 1‘1zghi
following the river for about 380 paces. Where the land ilattc’ns ()Iur ;\t‘u cmu;ctc
inspection cover, proceed along the bottom of the slope in the d-lrccmm of th:‘\lp?" (;1:
When the ground starts to r1se, bear left keeping to the right of the h()liowl. :::d(’
footpath signpost comes into view - aim for it. {In recent y'tc:u‘s a anlhul 1":“::1“”; ‘
in the crop as required under the Rights of Way Act 1990. If no 0.7\4 ,i o

river round to the hedge junction - don’t cross the fisher’s stile, but

apparent, follow the e but
; ﬂ road turn lefe and then right at the

rurn left and follow the hedge up to the road). At the o .
| 1 "1 N 3 4 7 ]C 10> -
ile at the wood corner (a deviation here from the definitive route). Follow

stile < > W ; o dhe fiel
‘ joli T T -. Cross the > in front mto
edge hedge up to the corner, where we join the longer route. Cross the stile

\ i ield edge ‘en End Road West.
the next field and immediately turn right along that field edge to Fen End

Turn right, back to the car park.

ate. Bear llght
For the l()l ot \?\'Lln( continue 1)(\‘8( (hC le ce corner d()“ n to [ht ron ga 1 2
k 3 § 1 1 Ot

‘(l\\ een {h(_ 1eages at i < h ont O hL house to a SH]L< Bear ll}._,‘ht 1CTOSS the i < d to llC
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stile by the gate. Follow the hedge on the lefr and after the next gare, bear right round a
wooded wet arca to the footbridge over the River Blythe, At the stile on the left, rurn
right along the field cdge to the corner. Cross the stile and turn left through a narrow
section which leads to a track, turn right and ar Barston Lane, turn left, At the foot of
the hill turn right at the gateway, bear left to cross the small stream and immediacely
turn right into the field. Follow the stream until the field narrows - cross over to the
hedge and follow it up to the corner adjacent to Wootton Lane. Continue round the
field boundary past the gas pipeline compound to the stile at the next hedge corner.
Continue to the next hedge junction, don’t cross the stile - but turn right on The Heart
of England Way, around the ficld boundary and down to a stile (slight deviation from
the definitive route), footbridge and another stile beyond. From there, follow the hedge

on the right to Balsall Street.

Turn left and just before the grade 2 listed “Ye Olde Saracen’s Head”, turn right down
Magpic Lane. Just past the first house, cross the stile on the right. Follow the fence on
the left round to the hedge and continue along the ficld edge to Magpie Lane. Turn left
and cross the stile on the right some 80 paces along the lane. Follow the hedge, on “The
Knight's Way”, round the wooded wet area to its corner and head across the field to the
footbridge. Cross over the narrow field to a stile and follow the hedge on the lefr. Afrer
passing under the pylon line, four hedges and four footpaths meet at the corner - here
Walk 2 is joined from the right and The Heart of England Way turns lefr. We continue
on the same line, but, with the hedge now on the right, to Fen End Road West. Turn

right along the road to the car park.

For further options, see walks 10 and 12 in this booklet and walks 1 and § in booklet 2 -

all abut this walk.
PLEASE SHUT THE GATE

Be ye man or be ye woman
Be ye going or be ve coming
Be ye sharp or be ye late

Be ye sure to shut the gate
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Packieood House

WALK 8
Haoelkley Heath - Packwood - 4% or 6 miles

his walk starts at Hockley Heath and is mostly over public footpaths in

Warwickshire. The starting point is “The Nags Head” (Harvester Restaurant)
situated at the junction of Stratford Road and Aylesbury Road. Please obtain

permission to use their car park (GR 4153 2728).

The walk is approximately 6 miles (10 km) long and will take a minimum of 2 hours to

complete. Or a shorter route of approximately 4% miles (7% km) can be taken.

From the start point, proceed along Stratford Road (in the direction of Stratford)
crossing over to the Wharf Tavern to gain access to the Stratford upon Avon Canal via
the car park. Turn left along the towpath to the second drawbridge. Turn left here, off
the towpath and turn left along the road. Cross the stile on the right by the gate and
continue initially through a narrow field. As the field widens follow the hedge, on the
left, to the gap in the hedge. Turn right alongside the hedge (on the right) to the stile in
the corner. Turn left and follow the edge of the field to a gap in the hedge (dircction
post), go through the gap and then turn right along the drive. Cross the road to the stile
opposite, keep to the right of the scots pines and head for the marker post. Follow the
fence on the right, cross over the fence by the stile and continue along the field edge to
the marker post at a stile. Cross a small field to another stile and follow the wood’s edge

bast the bungalow on the right and Pratts Pic on the left - to the road.
I £ £

Turn left along the road, passing the topiary garden which is said to represent the
Sermon on the Mount, to Packwood House. Packwood Housce is Tudor in period and
displays furniture, paintings and tapestries. It is opened by the National Truse from
April to the end of Seprember between 2-6 on Wednesdays to Sundays (inclusive) and
Bank Holiday Mondays (but closed Good Friday) and in October between 12.30 - 4.30

on Wednesdays to Sundays (inclusive).

[FOR THE SHORTER ROUTE from here - see the end of the text] Opposite the house
climb the semi-circular brick steps and proceed along the National Trust’s Packwood
Avenue to Chessetts Wood Road. Turn left along the road and take the track on the left
to Chessetts Wood Farm - after passing the house named Spinney Close. Beyond the
farm follow the track round to the left to a field - go straight ahead following the field
edge round to the stile, just before the waymarker on the oak tree. Follow the fence on
the right to the third gate where we bear right over two footbridges and then follow the

hedge on the left to the road.

fvy House?®” -
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Go through the kissing gate opposite and follow the hedge on the left to a stile
[WHERE THE SHORTER ROUTE IS JOINED]. Don’t cross the stile but, turn right
to the footbridge and re-enter Solihull. Follow the well defined path ap the hill to the

road. Turn right and then left up Windmill Lane. Turn left up the track after passing

Packwood Moor. After Packwood Mill bear right to the gate. Follow the hedge on the
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right round the field to a silver birch tree (a slight deviation here from the Definitive
Map route). At the hedge junction beyond, go through the gap and down to the track,

where we leave Solihull and proceed up to Grove Road.

Turn left to the stile some 75 paces along the road on the right. Diagonally cross the
field to the stile, don’t cross it, but turn left and and from there follow the fence (on
your right) to the field corner. Follow the hedge on the right beyond, to the drive (NB
there is a way through the corner of the second field!) Cross the drive and go through
the remains of a kissing gate, continuing to Aylesbury Road. Procecd down that road
back to the start point. (NB No. 2679 Stratford Road is reputed to be the highest house

number in the country?),

FOR THE SHORTER ROUTE : Continue along the road past Packwood House. After
passing Grove Lane on the left, turn left into the next gareway. Bear right here - head for
the electricity pole to the right of the oak tree, where a stile will come into view and the

longer route is rejoined.
See also walk 11 in booklet 1 which abuts this walk.

Hirr Tor HEAVEN

There’s nothing like a quiet dream high on a windy hill,
with all the world spread out below so silent and so still:

Tall grasses move and dance like Ballerinas in the breeze

and sounds-like organ music echo through the tallest trees.

Stride out-just climb a windy bill and feel your pulses stir,
fill beart and soul with bappiness in real true country air,
feel clearer for the davs to come when life compels your feet-
to pound the dusty pavements of a crowded city street.

Georgina Hall

Baddesley Clinton

WALK 9

Chadwick End- Grand Union Canal - 5% or 8 miles

his walk is centred on Chadwick End, on the south eastern corner of the
Borough, where a choice of two walks are available. The shorter walk

(approximately 5%

miles/8%km) is almost entirely within Solihull, whereas the
longer walk {approximately 7% miles/12% km) loops into Warwickshire and passes close

to the National Trust property of Baddesley Clinton.

The walk starts at Balsall Parish Council’s car park (Grid Ref 4206 2731) on the north
castern side of Warwick Road in the centre of the village and adjacent to the Village Hall
(look out for the Post Office sign). On football match days (presently Sundays), this car
park may be full and permission to park may have to be sought at The Orange Tree public

house just across the road. The longer walk will take a minimum of 3% hours to complete.

From the Village Hall car park entrance, turn left and take the track (The Heart of
England Way) on the left just before house No. 1 (waymarkers on gatepost). This leads
to a cul-de-sac, where we go between Nos 35 and 57 into the garages arca and then round
the back of No. 55 to the field. After crossing the stile, go to the left of the hedge and
continue into Priests Park Wood. Follow the path through the wood - at the path
junction, turn left between two silver birches to the fields. Bear right at the site across the
field towards the oak tree in the bottom corner. Beyond the gate, follow the fence/hedge
through this field and the right hand boundary in the next - to the footbridge in the
corner. From here we enter Warwickshire and go up the hill to a stile. The hedge beyond,
on the right, is followed to a stile and a narrow field crossed to another stile. We bear left

from here, cutting across the field corner in the direction of an electricity pole - from
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where we see the stile in the hedge beyond. After crossing the footbridge, go up the hill in
the direction of the cottages, to the stile in the hedge. In the field beyond, bear right to a
stile near to where the right hand fence meets the roadside hedge (a slight deviation here

from the Definitive Map route).

At the road we re-enter Solihull and turn left - The Heart of England Way turns right.
At the grade 2 listed Oldwich House Farm (gallery) which is reputed to be the
ancestral home of the Shakespeare family - bear right along Old Green Lane. Past the
ford, turn left up the track after the barn. Cross the road to the stile opposite.
Follow the hedge on the left to the second stile, then follow the hedge on the right.
At the road turn right past Chadwick Manor (later 19th Century in Jacobean
style). At the road junction turn left. An ornamental pond is passed on the lefe - afer

it, we turn left up the

Park Corner * drive to Park Corner and

Blady Boy, o o N beyond between the two

o S\x hedges. At the track turn
>

2 right - where it turns
e | ich House

t // Farm
= -
== buildings, we proceed

right to the farm

-
P
# ‘ through the gate in front.
Turnover 3 f | Where a large gate leads
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towpath of the Grand Union Canal, not a public right of way, but, a permissive path
which will take you all the way to London. We pass the quaint grade 2 lisced Haycock

Farm and at Bridge 67 (Turnover Bridge) we either turn left on the shorter route (see the
end of text) or right to the towpath on the opposite bank for the longer route. Shortly
after this bridge we re-enter Warwickshire. At Bridge 65 (Kingswood Bridge) we go
underneath and then up to the road where we turn right. Opposite the entrance to The
Manor House we go up the track which leads to a large stables building to the right of
which is a stile. Bear right across the field to the far corner and follow the hedge on the
right in the next field to the corner. In the parkland beyond follow the fence on the right
at the back of Baddesley Clinton. On the right at the fence corner is the end of the fish
pond - from here cut across the corner of the ficld to the stile at the access drive.
(Turning right here gives a short detour to St. Michael’s Church and back. Note the
inscription on the gravestone on the lefe just before the church and the display of

snowdrops and daffodils in the spring.)

Turn left at the drive and after a short distance, go through the kissing gate on the right,
we are now back on The Heart of England Way. The next section of path, almost
entirely fenced off, leads to Hay Wood Lane where we turn left. At the junction with
Rising Lane we turn right and at the footpath signpost, we turn lefe up the track to
Convent Farm (Poor Clares Convent is further along the road). We pass through the
stable yard and, keeping the hedge on our right, go through small fields until the fields
narrow to a corner and a stile. From here, after passing through another field, we arrive

back at Warwick Road - turning left takes us back to the car park.

FOR THE SHORTER ROUTE: Having turned left into the field at Turnover
Bridge, we continue straight ahead following the field boundary to a track which
leads to a road junction. Straight in front is Netherwood Lane which is followed to

Warwick Road - turning right takes us back to the car park.

Baddesley Clinton: is a medieval moated Manor House - the house and gardens
being open to the Public on Wednesdays - Sundays and Bank Holidays (except Good
Friday) from 2-6 from early March - end of September and between 12.30 - 4.30 on

Wednesdays - Sundays in October.

See also walk 12 in this booklet which abuts this walk.
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HEAVEN ON EARTH

Its heaven on earth to walk alone beneath
The open skies.
To lie upon a grassy mound and watch clouds
Drifting by.
One Cloud may look just like a face, when

others form to take their place.

A panoramic changing scene,

Just like some long remembered dream.
This is a world 1 would not want to change,
One nature cannot rearrange.

A heaven on earth, god given and free,

For all who have the eyes to see.

So take a rucksack on your back,

Set off along a beaten track.
Happiness will guide your steps.
Though weary you may be, you'll know that
for a little while that you were truly free.

Georgina Hall

WALK 10

Catherine de Barnes - Hampton-in-Arden - Barston - 7% miles

his walk begins ar Catherine de Barnes and takes in the villages of Hampton in

Arden and Barston. Parking is available in Barbers Lane (GR 4181 2805) ie

when proceeding out of Solihull on road B4102, turn left immediately after
crossing the canal bridge and then first right after the house named Woodfield - park in
the section of road up to the main road (parking may also be available at the Boart Ian,
but, permission should be sought). The first section of this walk and most of the
towpath, is also the route of the more rural A Solihull Way.
The walk is approximately 7% miles (12 km) long and will take at least 2% hours to
complete. The walk passes through two dairy farms with the inevitable consequence of
all the coming and going of cows - mud! For this reason, this walk should probably be

tackled after a frost or during dry spells.

The centres of Hampton-in-Arden and Barston are Conservation Areas with many listed

buildings. Hampton-in-Arden was the setting for Shakespeare’s play “As you like it”.

At the main road turn left, continue to the roundabout and straight ahead on Solihull
Road. Immediately after the farthest corner of Hampton Lane Farm, turn left over the
stile at the signpost. Follow the muddy track round to the right. Cross the stile by the
gate, turn immediately left and follow the hedge to the top of the field. Turn right here
{iznore the stile straight ahead) and follow the hedge (on the left) to the M42 where we

turn lefr up to Shadowbrook Lane. Turn right, passing Home farm and a number of
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cottages. As the road starts to go uphill and the wood on the right is past - cross the stile
on the right. Follow the wood on the left to the line of iron kissing gates and then a
narrow section which takes us to the High Street, Hampton-in-Arden. Turn right and
pass the shops - for those with clean boots, there is a small cafe and heritage centre
which displays local memorabilia from the local society - it is open daily till 2 pm except
on Sundays. The road bends round the church and we turn lefe down Belle Vue Terrace.
At the bottom of the road, turn right ar the signpost, along a narrow enclosed path to a
stile. Turn left and follow the hedge to the gate. Bear right into the next ficld and follow

the hedge on the left to the footbridge.

Follow the hedge beyond (on the left) to the drive. Cross over to the small footbridge
and then cross the ficld to the oak tree at the corner. Follow the hedge to the track and
turn left - this group of houses and a farm - some are listed buildings - is named Walsal
End. Walk along the track to the cattle grid at the timber-framed building. Do a U-turn
here to cross the other cattle grid on the lefr and then turn right on the track to the front
of Red Barns and The Barn. The track turns lefr and there is a stile on the right - from
here, cross the field towards the middle of the wooded area to the right of the far left
hand field corner. This leads, after passing through a small copse, to a footbridge and to
another field. Cross the field to the gate and cross the next field to the hedge corner at
the electricity pole - go into the next field and follow the hedge on the left to a stile from

where the hedge on the right is followed to Oak Lane.

Turn right, at the main road turn left and then turn right down Hob Lane. After Blythe
View House, cross the first stile on the right to follow a path, to the River Blythe. Pass
to the front of the cottages and turn left along Wood Lane - you might catch sight of red
deer in the first field on the right. This lane is muddy in places. Turn right at the fishing
pond and at the T-junction turn left (the “Private Field” notice does not apply to us!).
Follow the hedge on the right to Knowle Road. Cross to the private road opposite and
follow the waymarkers past Eastcote Grange (formerly a hospital, but, now the centre
of an exclusive residential area) - to the field. Turn right to the stile at the gate and bear
left, round the pond to the kissing gate and follow the hedge on the left. Turn left at the
gate and continue straight ahead passing the sewage works on the left, to the field
corner. Cross the concrete footbridge and bear left to the footbridge over the River
Blythe. Follow the edge of the pond beyond the bridge and then cross the field to the

stile by the oak at the fence corner.
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Follow the fence, passing in the field on the left the site of Henwood Priory founded by
Benedictine Nuns ¢ AD 1157, After passing Henwood Hall Farm (built 1824 and grade
2 listed) go along the access track. Where the access track turns right, we turn left to the
ficld. Cross the field to the hedge corner and follow the hedge beyond. Cross the stile at
the field corner and follow the fence to the Grand Union Canal. Turn left at the stile
before crossing over the canal and go down the steps to the towpath. Turn right along
the towpath under bridge 75. After the cricket ground bear right, off the towpath on to
the tarmac drive up to Hampton Lane and then turn right, back to where the car is

parked.

Numerous extensions to this walk can be tried, as walks I and 9 in booklet | and walks

2,4 and 7 in this booklet all abut this walk.




WALK 11

Solibull Lodge - Stratford-upon-Avon Canal - 3% miles

his walk is from Solihull Lodge to Three Maypoles, returning via the Stratford
upon Avon Canal, Parts of the route are quite muddy and wellington boots are

advised at certain times of the year.

The walk starts from Colebrook Recreation Ground car park (Grid Reference 4103
2785) which is situated in Green Lane next to The Play School run by The Solihull
Handicapped Childrens Association. NB: the car park barrier is locked at dusk. It is
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approximately 3% miles (6km) long and will take a minimum of 1% hours to complete.

Shirley Railway Station is close to the start - for rail and bus connections. The route is

over a short section of Public Right of Way and the canal towpath is a permissive route.

From the car park turn left up Green Lane to the T-junction (Haslucks Green Road).
Turn right and then lefr along Bills Lane. At the bend after Woods Farm (christmas
trees motif on the brick wall) bear right on the track (bridleway) signposted Whitlock’s
End Farm. After passing the farm, take the left-hand fork in the track to the road at
Three Maypoles. Turn right along Dickens Heath Road. Before the canal bridge, bear
left down to the towpath. At the towpath a Public Right of Way extends for about 550
yards (500 metres) to the lefr, we however turn right under Bridge No 12 with Dickens

Heath Village on the left.

Continuing along the towpath we cross into Hereford and Worcester after going under
the railway bridge. We then pass by the built-up area of Major’s Green and reach The
Drawbridge Public House. At the next brick structure the canal crosses over Aqueduct

Road and the River Cole - and we re-enter Solihull. At Bridge No 7, reconstructed in
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1963, we leave the towpath and go up to High Street, where we turn right. After the
mini roundabout junction with Aqueduct Road, the road becomes Colebrook Road and
after No 131, the open space is Colebrook Recreation Ground, We rurn right and
follow the tarmac path beside the River Cole, over the footbridge and back to the car

park beside the children’s play arca.
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For the more adventurous, this walk can be extended by a further 2% miles (3%km) by
taking the Public Right of Way between No 88 Colebrook Road and the railway line, to
the boundary with Birmingham. The River Cole is then followed on an unofficial path
to Slade Lane. Keeping to the River Cole Valley, more formal paths are followed to
Scribers Lane and then into Trittiford Mill Park - where a circuit of the pond is made
and the route retraced. Birmingham City Council hope eventually to extend the existing
River Cole Open Space from Slade Lane to the Borough Boundary - it may be that
when that happens, a link will be made with Nethercote Gardens and the path beside

the railway line may then be closed?.
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WALK 12
Balsall Street - Fen End - 3% or S%miles

his walk is mostly over public foorpaths in the Parish of Balsall which
celebrated its centenary in 1994, Parc of the route follows The Heart of
England Way. Please obtain permission to park in the car park of Ye Olde
Saracen’s Head on Balsall Street (B4101) on the western outskirts of Balsall Common
(Grid Reference 4224 2771). The walks described are of approximately 3% miles (5% km)

and S miles (8% km) long. The longer walk will take a minimum of 2 hours 20 minutes.

The walk could be subtitled “A tour of 17th Century Grade 2 listed buildings” - because
you will pass a number. The timber framed Ye Olde Saracen’s Head is one of them. The
ancient route from this Inn to Temple Balsall, with its associations with the Knights

Templar and the Knights Hospitallers, being called “The Knight’s Way™

Opposite Ye Olde Saracen’s Head, cross to the stile by the side of Elm Cottage and
follow the fence round the side of the field to the stile at the bottom corner (a slight
deviation from the Definitive Map route). Bear right to the stile to the left of the double
electric pole. Having crossed the footbridge turn right and make for the gap between the
end two bungalows. Follow the cul-de-sac round to the main road (white lines -
Needlers End Lane) and turn left. After No 76 turn right up the track, along part of
Speedwell Drive, in front of No. 4 and to the left of the MEB sub-station. At the next
road (Station Road) turn right up to its junction with Balsall Street. Bear right to the
field gate opposite. Go through the gate, after the stile, follow the hedge on the lefe to

another stile and then turn right down the track past the farm buildings.

At the field, continue straight ahead to the stile and follow the hedge (on the right) to
another stile in the corner which leads into the adjacent field. Follow the hedge on the

loft to the stile and then bear right to the footbridge. Cross the field to the stile and then

cross the next ficld to the hedge corner - the hedge goes up the hill to between the farm
buildings on the skyline and the path follows this hedge. At the top of the hill is a gate -
and from there we bear right along the track to Fen End Road (NB the track to the left

s private).

From Fen End Road the shorter route is to the right (and is continued at the end of the
text) and the longer route is to the left. After the white timber framed cottage,
Waoodside, cross the stile on the right. The next stile can be seen in the hedge beyond.
From there cross to the hedge corner and follow the hedge (on the right) to the drive to
Fen End Farm. Turn lefe along the drive and then right to the front of Moat Barn
House, bevond which can be seen the next stile. Follow the hedge (on the right) round
tes the stile ar the corner of the battery houses. Cross the footbridge and up the slope to
continue at the back of the battery houses to the gate. Turn right along the track for a
short distance to the stile on the left - then cross the narrow field to the gate by the

house. Turn left along the drive to

4 AR Q o= the main road (Oldwych Lane East).
Fgm%?ggg Turn right along that road until just
- after Wroxall Cotrages (opposite
/{ Hill Top Close), where the stile on

&

the right is crossed and The Heart of
England Way is followed - to the end

of the walk.

After crossing this stile follow the
fence, then cross to the gate which
leads into the adjacent field. Turn
left and follow the hedge on the left,
until the farthest point of the third

ficld. Turn left here over an

L::g‘g \ LONGER'."ROUTE unusually high stile - follow the
i / ‘ hedge and turn right behind the old
\ an EndQ ¢ oak tree. Follow the hedge on the
A Farm . . . .
£} / right until a small signpost directs

/

O‘w. \‘? , ? "
Scalé: N.T.S.

you into a wooded area for a short

) Denotes:- distance. This deviation takes you
L "
3 Residential Area

into another field where the hedge is
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now on the left. At the hedge corner follow the path across two fields to the right of the
wooded area around the farm. Continue along this track from Balsall Lodge Farm to
Fen End Road. Turn right here and on the opposite side of the road, at the signpost, go
down a narrow leafy path, with the boundary fence of Barracks Cottage on the left -
this brings yvou out into a field. Follow the field edge path through this field and the
next two, keeping the hedge on the right. At this third ficld corner, four hedges and four

footpaths meet.

Turn right following the hedge towards the pylon. At the field corner, continue into the
next field and follow the hedge (partly removed) on the right to the next stile. Bear left
across a narrow ficld to the footbridge. From here cross the field to rhe edge of the
copse which is to the left of the black and white timber framed Magpie Farmhouse. Go
round the copse (a slight deviation here from the Definitive Map) to Magpie Lane. Turn
left down the fane for some 80 paces and turn right into the field at the signpost.
Follow, first the hedge and then the fence to gain access onto Magpie Lane at the side of

the white housce. Turn left back to the start point.

FOR THE SHORTER ROUTE: At Fen End Road, turn right for about 415 yards (380
metres). Turn right down Loungbrook Lane and at the crossroads rurn right along
Fernhill Lane. At the bend beside the entrance to Howlett’s Farm - go up the drive for a
short distance and through the gate on the right. Turn left and follow the hedge to the
corner where there is a gap in the hedge/fence in front. Cross the field to the hedge
corner and follow the hedge (on the right) beyond to Balsall Street. Turn lefe back to the

start poiot.

Extensions to this walk can be made with walks 7 and 9 in this booklet and walk 5 in

booklet 1.
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Castle Bromieich Hall

CASTLE BROMWICH
FesTivaL WAy 1994

his walk is not a Country Walk since it is situated within Castle Bromwich
Parish which is an almost totally built-up area. It was set outr by the local
Ramblers Association Group to celebrate 100 years of Castle Bromwich Parish
Council. The inaugural walk was led by Frank Mackey, Chairman of the local group,

s part of the Festival Week in March 1994,

the circular walk of approximately 5 miles (3km) starts from Arden Hall in Water
Orton Road (GR4154 2899), where car parking is available and is mostly over off-road
paths within the Parish. It also takes in three of the Council’s areas of open space: The
Ridge, Lanchester Park and Beecheroft Open Space. Adjacent to the route are a number
of hostelries where refreshment can be taken and Castle Bromwich Gardens can also be
visited. Look out for the distinctive Festival Way waymarkers at strategic points along
the walk, on what is a fairly straightforward route. Toilet facilities are available

adjacent the playing fields at the back of Arden Hall. “Bromwich™ means the village on
the heath - “Castle™ was a medieval addition which refers to the ancient Castle Mound

sitnated to the north of Castle Bromwich Hall.

I'HE ROUTE: From Arden Hall curn left for a short distance along Water Orton Road,
paining access into Farthing Wood through the gap in the hedge at the end of the
closchoard fence, just beyond the bus shelter. This wood is a remnant of the Forest of
Arden. The local Ramblers Association with the help of the local infants school have
phanted woodland flowers, bulbs and erected bird boxes. The path through the various

sections of this narrow wood ends at Hurst Lane North. Continue straight ahead along

45




Green Lane which becomes Auckland Drive. At Windward Way take the subway to PLACES OF INTEREST

Ribble Walk, which after Kingfisher Drive becomes Redwing Walk. Cross Auckland

Drive into the grassed area of The Ridge - from here to the Castle Bromwich Hall ) ) ) . ) L )
i : ) Castle Bromwich Hallis a Jacobean style 17th Century mansion which is Grade 1 listed, as
Gardens is also part of A Solihull Way. Go up the bank, turn left and follow this ] ) o
is the Bakcehouse. The Stable Block and Pigeon House, both Grade 2 buildings, complete
grassed bank - cross the access road to the Collector Road into Bosworth’s Wood and ‘ ) )
) ) ) ) ) i an mteresting group. The Hall is now used as offices and is not open to the Public.
Lanchester Park. Continue through this park - after passing Lanchester School turn

right along the footpath past Park Hall School to Water Orton Road. Cross the road,
Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens: Restoration continues on what is regarded as the best

s

turn right and at the end of the housing, turn left into Beecheroft Open Space - see also
Strolling in Solihull’s Public Parks leaflet Now6 surviving, English formal garden of the period 1680-1730. Restoration commenced in
1985 with the formation of the Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens Trust. The gardens

. . . . . cxtend 1o cight acres and are open to the Public between Easter and the end of
Follow the paths through this Park and cross over Parkfield Drive. Just up the hill on

. e e e . : . Seprember between 1.30 and 4.30 on Mondays - Thursdays (inclusive) and between 2
this road is The Spitfire Public House - the name evokes memories of the wartime
. . ) i ] sl 6 on Sacurdays, Sundays and Public Holidays.
fighter plane which was built at the nearby factory at the former Castle Bromwich

Airfield. The wartime experiences of the Chief Test Pilot, Alex Henshaw, can be read in ) o ] . ~ . . L
Ihe Church of St Mary and St Margaret is a 15th Century timber framed building
his book “Sigh for a Merlin™. Continue through the grassed area between housing and i ) . , D

i which was entirely encased in red brick and stone in the 18th Century.
Collector Road, past the play area and continuing on the tarmac path which leads to

Kingsleigh Drive. Go up Kyter Lane and then turn right up the unadopted Rectory Lane

passing the Grade 2 listed buildings - Nos 1, 2 and 3 Rectory Lane. At the road junction

at the top of the lane, turn right. After the Church turn left into the parkland, past the

entrance to Castle Bromwich Hall Gardens. Continue round Castle Bromwich Hall to
gain access onto Birmingham Road. Turn left and follow this road, past the front of
Castle Bromwich Hall, after the mini-roundabout it becomes Chester Road (straight

ahead) and then Water Orton Road - back to the start.

NOT 7O SCALE
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